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PROFILE:
TOM BAIAN

eommunity, there never seems o be enough said
about those who race in the smaller, imited-dis-

placement classes. Maybe if's because their bigger brothers
in the open classes have stolen the show with their full-an
suspension and horsepower. However, the amount of in-
dividual riding effort, talent, and dall that's required of the
racers in the limited classes s in no way less demanding or
challenging

One Individual who displays this kind of talent |s
21-year-old Tom Gaian of Spring Valley, California. Tom
has the required skill, and he continues 1o exert mora than
a fair share of time and effort toward his racing career.
Sinee Tom began racing thies years ago, he has not only
ridden In, but has won within every major division of the
0-200cc class. Natural talent rarely goes unnoticed and
Tom's case s no different. It was only two years alter he
had ridden in his first race that Tom was offered a ridership
with Team Honda as one ol their principal riders in the
0-200cc class

Now, trying to catch up o semeene who has a full-time
job and an unending race scherhule isn't easy, However,
we did manage 1o eatch Tom while he was taking some
time off between races 1o nurse a broken collarbone.
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nf all the top talent found within today's 3-wheeling
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TEAM HONDA'S SHORT-COURSE SPECIALIST

BY VALERIE AMARILLAS

Hera"df you bt your showlder, Tam, get off a lrthe
toa hard?
Mo raal hard! Just one of thoss things, | guess, A
few months after | thought it was haated, | want
to Michigan for a race. | got off real asey in & cor-
nar. It was a simpla get off—the kind you can
usually get right back on and take off, But it didn't
wark—| had re-broken my collarbona. This is the
tirst bope I've aver broken — up until now | thought
| was made out ol rubbar.
Most of the riders we have done profes on
recenily have had some degree of experience rac-
ing short-course az well as jong-distance events.
The amount of experience hes veried, but sech
rider seems fo favor & particwler style of rece, How
abour you—any preference?
I've ridden desert reces but | don't care for them
like | do the short-course race. | really don't B
riding in the dust whers you can't ses whare
you're going. | just don't feel comfortable going
that fast—bhecause you really ge1 up 1o some high
s, and not being able 10 see mom than two
or threa fest in front of you. 1'm just not as com-
fortabile in 8 desert race and really prafor racing the
short-course races, Besides, | think whan Wes
McCoy of Honda picked me up he had just the

F ]

OCTOBER ISSUE THREE WHEELING MAGAZINE




aw:
GALAN:

aw:
GAIAN:

aw:

GAIAN:

aw:
GAIAN:

aw:

short-course racing In mind for me. Endurance-
wisa | know | can handle the desert, but all my af-
Tart has been toward shor-course and | just really
anjoy it

When did you start ricding fov Team Handa?

The first time | rode for Honda was sbout & year
ago—last August st the SCORE Off-Rosd Warld
Championships &t Riverside. | had already smered
and was planning on racing my mong-shogk 90;
the one Bob Dickson and Smitty helped co-
sponrsar for the race. | was oll roady to race, but
then Honda asked if | wanted 1o ride one of the
ATC# they had built for the race. | sure wasn't go-
ing te turn down something Kke that!

“Then Honda
asked me if 1
wanted to
ride one of
their ATCs. I
sure wasn't
going to turn
down some-
thing like
that.”

How'd you do at Riverside?

I got & third in the 200ce class, snd a friend who
rode my maching got fifth place,

Have you siways rdden 3-wheelers or did you
race motorcyoles before you gat into 3-wheelars?
The only motorcycis | had befare | got my lirst
d-wheeler was a Suzuk) 90 and | rade that just for
fun. The tirst 3 wheslar | had | raced in the 132ce
class. Then after | had that for awhile. | bought a
littte. ATC 70 and messed asround with that
motor—hoppin’ it up Then | put some littke flat.
track tites onit. When | went out on the track the
thing handled so well | couid blow everybody off
because i would comer so wel. | stuck with that
for awhile and raced the modified 70cc class and
the 0-112cc class. Then | teok out the little 70
motor and put in a 110cc engme that pumped up
o intle bit-and raced 1 in the 132cc class for a
time. Then | built & new race machine, Bob
Dicksan sponsored me for awhile with his mono
shock frame; that was the 3-wheeler | was going
to race ar Riverside

Just out of curosity, why oid the 70 handle so
well; was it the way vau sei it up?

Nao, not resily, it wad just so small, short and low
to the ground. It just manguvered real well around
cornpes, plus it was bght and you could throw It
around

Can you compare & 3-whealsr to-a motaroyele?
No, | don't think you can. You ride them com
plataly differently. | used to be able to ride a
matoreycle falrly wall—now | can’t nde a motor-
cycle jike | used to. | don't feel comfortable any
e riding i the dirt; it feeis like the biks is going
1o shide out from undar me: | guess it’s because
‘™ umed 10 havang that extra whesd,
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A lgok at your race recond Shows you 've bowen sue
cessful wuer since you started racing, Where did
vau develop your nding skil prior 1o recing?
When | got my first 3-wheeler and started riding
there were open fields all around my naighbar
hood. The tima | spant riding was ol pretty much
just in the fisids around my house. Dean Sundah)
lived down the street and we hung around
togather. | rode a lot with Dean and | just lzarmed
and picked Things up by watching Dean and some
af the other guys we rode with. You can’t Copy
someone lse—all you can do (s watch how thay
handle themselves and then try and see what {s
comiortable for you, It takes 2 lot of practice
That's how | igarmaed to ride,

Winer prompred you 1o start racing?

Like | said, Dean Sundahl lived down the street,
and, aftar a while when there got to be fewer and
fewer places to ride sround the neighborhood,
Dean talked me into trying & shom-course race. |
tried it and found out that | wes pretty good —it
started from thers,

After you got that first taste af racing. was there
any one persan who helped to ger your rscing
career aff the ground?

Yeh, | did, and even though Dean got me in
terested in raging I'd have to say that | wouldn't
ba where | am nght now If it wasn't for Smitty
IEditor's-note: Tom's refaring 10 Steve Schmidt
of Smitty's ATC|, In fact, he sold me my frst
d-whesler, but that was- hefore e opened
Smitty's ATC, &fter he opened his shop | startad
going 1o him for parts and equipmant and we got
to krow gach other pretty well. Than one day he
asked me if | wanted a job in his shop washing
pants. | took the job and it was shortly after |
started working for Mim that | got into racing
Srnitty helped me out with parts and startsd pay-
ing my entry tee &t Southbay Speedway 117
From the time | staried racing competitively, thee
yeesrs and more, until | started riding for Honda, he
hedped me out 100 parcent. Like | said, | just don's
think | would be where | 8m if it hadn't been for
Sritty's heip, Hé's basn grest to mel

“I could blow
everybody off
because it

would corner

Tomn, you've hasically proven your ability n the
200¢cc class, why haven't you moved up to the
250 ar ppen class?

| ke racing in the 200 class; plis | like the four
stroke motor and the 250 iz 8 two-stroke. | like
riding @ four-stroke; it has @ whale defferent pownr
band. It's a different kind of pawer; to me it's
SMOoTRer
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Do you feal there are advartages fo the four-
stroke?
| think a lour-stroke comes out of a corner harder.
Right when you give it the gas. it's there. | also
feal it has mome torque than the two-atroke. On
tep-end speeds the two-stroke might pull a four-
stroke, but we're working on thal, Another ad-
wantage is that the four-stroke ¢ a 200ee motor,
and the closest two-stroke in my class isa 175cc.
Al youwr efforts are |n the short-cowrse avwents,
aren't all the rrecks prefty much sll the same?
Mo, nat at all. Thare's a lot of difference In the
courses, Some are smooth and have big sweaping
tums fike a TT track, some are fast and then there
arg the stadium courses with lots and lots of
jumps, which takes a lot of endurance. Most of
the popular tracks like Corona are well maintained
znd the coursa layoul is changed occasionally so
it's not always tha samea. | like to race fast tracks
like Rivorside — it"s fast but with just enough rough
1o keep things interesting
Compatitive 3-wheeler racing has been around for
& while; whiat’s your feefing on why it’s become
50 popular?
| think It's just been in this last year that 3-wheeler
racing has reglly bacome popular— aver since Hon.
da cama gut with the 260. Thoy've done a lot of
promoting because of the success of the 260,
plus thare are a lot more magazines like yours and
Dirt Wheels that are covering the races and keep-
g everybody informed about what's going on.
What's your approach 1o keaping in shape for rac-
ing?
For me riding is the best way to keep in shape; and
thore's usually a race every weekend. Like during
the Golden State Series, it was just about every
weekend for a few months; or |l drive up to Cor
ona, Saddishack —thera’s usually a roce at one of
the tracks. | do as much riding as | can plus | jog
every night to kadp my wind up, and lift weights
50 | won't get as tired when I'm racing. | can tell
when | havan't ridden for a week —my hands get
sore and | feel stoppy
You mentionsd weight lifting; why is srrength so
mmportant’?
You have 1o muscle the machine around—you Just
can't sit there. You have to push with your legs to
get the rear end around. I you bit & rut you have to
have tight control of the handlebars or it'll pitoh
you right off. You can't be sleeping: You have to
all the. tirme you're riding or

raging.

“I just learned
"l and picked
things up by
watching
Dean and
others.”
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“Some people
think that the
Honda factory
does all the
work . ..
that's not
true!”

What.about a riding style; do you have any par
ticular style or riding technigue?

Never really thought about it, but | guess | would
have to say | don't ride my 3-whesier —| drive it
Tha best way to explain it i that when | go off a
jurmp and I'm in the air, I'm trying to find & place to
put the front wheal instesd of teking a jump,
landing, and then thinking about what my next
move will be. The minute | hit 2 jump I'm figuring
out where I'm going 1o land and where or if | have
to put the rear end in & particular spot 50 when |
land I'm siready set up for & comner.

With a race avery weekend pits your full-time job,
how oo you find rime keeping your 3.wheeler
race-ready?

It's like & secand job: |t takes 100 parcent of el
fortand a lot af houra in the garage, but | do all the
maintenance on my ATC, About the enly thing |
don’t do is build the motors—Curtis Sparks does
that. He's an escelient mechanic. Some people
think that the Honda fdctory does all the
work —you henr them say that it fsn't fair racing
against Honda ridars, bacsuse the ATCs are fac-
tory prepared. But that's not true: It's up to each
tearn member 1o do his own prep and main-
tenance, We're no diffarent; we have to prepare,
sat-up, and maintain our racers just like everybody
eise, Balisva me, it's not ensy; it wokes a lot of
wiari]

Do you think 3-wheeler racing will ever get as
populsr as molocross?

| hope so—| think it will, Right now, maybe not as
big—but it'l get close. It's kind of up to the kids
right now. the ones who will be racing in the
future. When they want 10 stant riding and thair
dad aska what they want—a motorcycle or a
J-whesler — | think most kids will say 8 3-whaeeler
Than, again, with all the differem magazines they
©an star semng the compatition &nd can pick who
they might want 1o be like and can fallow that per-
son through the race coverage. | look at it that
way, | think 3-wheeler racing can only get biggsr
With regard 1o your racing effarr, what do you
hape to accomplish?

Mothing reslly —1 just enjoy it—keeps you out of
trouble. | can't say (1's the fame, sithough that
would be nice; it's just that | enjoy itl

What's your biggest challenge in racing?
Winning!! L]
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rom humble beginnings in vacant lots around his Spring Valley home, Tommy Gaian has
matured into one of America’s premier ATV racers, — plying his trade from Speedway 117in
San Diego as a major privateer, to national and international races as a member of Team
Honda.

Tom progressed quickly from the rank and file by placing first overall (132cc) in the Corona
Raceway Colassas Championships in 1979, his first full year of racing. Tommy’s second year of
ATV racing was a banner year. Placing first overall in both 70cc and 115cc classes of the 1980
Southwest ATC National Championships and first overall in the Speedway 117 Coca Cola
Series in the 115cc class.

Tommy continued to race as a privateer until his stylish riding and repeated wins caught the
eye of American Honda. Team Honda picked Tom to ride their then new 200cc pro-link ATCin
the Bridgestone/Score Off-Road Championships at Riverside Raceway where Tom finished
3rd, despite losing his seat on the first lap.

Since his first race for Team Honda, Tom has continued his winning way.
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'Gaian, Sundahl sweep
by Hart, Wright onto

victory

— By Lance Bryson
CARLSBAD, CA, FEB. 7

_Tommy Gaian, along with Dean Sundahl,

captured the fourth running of the three-

wheel Continental Moto-sport Club/Preston
~ Petty Golden State Series at Carlsbad today.

—  The ATV rtrack at Carlsbad
Raceway proved to be guite
challenging as you could banzai
it through the corners in a high
flying, sideways style. The wrack was
excellent

The first race of the day was combi-
naton of the 0-200cc Modified and
Stock. As the flag was dropped it was
Honda's Gailan jumping out fromt
followed by Marty Huart on 3 3-B
Lightning 175 Yamaha and Premier
Yamaha's Chuck Harlield

Gatan jumped out, in [ront at the
drop of moto two; Hart quickly fol-
lowed with Hatefield and Tim Hoy
in hot pursuit. Gamn seemed to have
worked out the bugs with Hart only
geting a view of his back the entire
moto. This time Hart was having
troubles. Something didn’t sound
right, and the way it was popping, it
sounded as il the uming was off.
Gaian kept the win fora 2-1 scoreand
first overall with Han second,

RESULTS
200ec MOD EXPERT

| Lommy Calan e | [
2 Murty Har ... ....oo0vnrn oo (Yum)
F Tum Hovoooinsesiaasseseass [HOM)

4. Chuck Hatsficld. .. ... vawes | Yam)




Tommy Gaian was pleased, both with
his 200cc win and the track. “You really
had to concentrate over those stutter
bumps. It was very easy to stall.”

- -

Tommy Gaian fights to maintain control while
exiting the sand pit on his way 1o the 200cc win.
{Mark Thomas photo.)

" AMA Amateur perro Championship Serles:

:Gaian, Sundahl topple the

- -
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: By Lance Bryson
ANAHEIM, CA, JAN. 31
RESULTS

Team Honda’s Dean Sundahl, along with team- 200ce

Jmate Tommy Gaian, showed the crowd -of | | tommyGaian ... .
2,000 just what stadium racing was all about | % Guoi Sparks coooos e fom

. - = I arty ATl . wva v silaale aia s s wie s sisn e dfl
with 1-1 scores in the 0-200cc and 201-250cc | 4 KevinBurke.....ooooovievinnnnn, Hon

classes, respectively, in the
1 C] - - - s - .m. l l -
ATV NEWS




ROCKY CATALOG

Tommy Gaian

Hocky- supporied Tommy ‘Galan,- on his Nichalson-framed ATC-1855,
shows the form that made hinty 1982 Golden Statw D-200cc’ Expert
Champ. A& member: of the Honda factory team: Tammy plays a vital
rolé in the dévelopment of new products and ideas for Rocky.
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